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Mood Music and Music as Background to Words
Mood Music
Music can immediately conjure up a mood.  

Listen to the following music – Japanese gagaku music.  
1. Suggest a word to describe the mood of this music.

2. Does the mood change or remain the same?

Music and Words
Read the poem below.
What is the overall mood of this poem? _____________________________________

If you were to set these words to music, what tempo would you choose?

Listen to the ‘Sea Wrack’ set to music.  Do you agree with the tempo, music, mood, dynamics?

Types of voices

Below you will find the names used to describe range and timbre of different voice types.  

A choir is a group of singers in which there are several parts to play.

A MIXED choir:

A FEMALE choir:

A MALE choir:

Simple Composition

Pick one of the following poems and set a simple musical accompaniment and melody to it.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Music as Background to Words
When music is used as background to spoken words or scenes, it enhances the mood of the scene.  Music in the background is used in specific places to match the words described.  These are some ways that music can be used as background:
· Peaceful and serene 3 chords

· Folk-like melody

· Sift repeating ostinato

· Drone, low and resonant

· Combination of sounds, quick and growing louder

· An explosion of percussive sounds

· Vicious discords, note clusters, staccato and irregular rhythms

· Muffled drum beat

Pick another one of the poems from above and set background music to the spoken poem.

1. Decide when the music should be heard

2. Choose suitable instruments and timbres

3. Consider including miming action

4. Make your music reflect the mood

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




























